Period of Trial and Hope
From the point of view of the U.S. government, moreover, there
were sufficient political reasons to justify her action. The fires
of a revolt which had broken out in Iraq in July 1958 were almost
certain to spark a revolution in Lebanon and Jordan whose strong
pro-Nasser elements were ready to seize any opportunity to in-
stall new regimes. The United States, furthermore, had committed
herself so firmly to the defense of Lebanon that she could not re-
fuse the Lebanese President's urgent appeal for help without los-
ing the confidence of her other friends in the Middle East to whom
support had been pledged. Above all, by her action, the United
States attempted to demonstrate the effectiveness of the Eisen-
hower Doctrine, But, unfortunately, Lebanon was a poor exam-
ple. Less than two years after the Suez crisis, the United States
found itself resorting to the use of force to achieve "stability" in
the Middle East, a tactic which it had condemned as morally re-
prehensible. The net result of America's intervention in Lebanon
was that she forfeited whatever goodwill she had gained in the
Arab countries for her role during the Suez crisis.
Arab resentment against the United States was, however,
smoothed to some extent by Washington's prompt recognition of
the new regime in Iraq headed by General Kassim. The revolt
in Iraq was considered to be a popular rebellion, local in its ori-
gins and the product of internal discontent No attempt was there-
fore made to reverse events in Iraq especially since General Kas-
sim promised to cooperate with the United States and other West-
ern powers and also gave an assurance that there would be no in-
terference in the shipment of oil to Western Europe. Moreover,
Kassim's government soon moved away from Nasserite pan-Ara-
bism to an insistence on full Iraqi independence.
During the first few months following the Iraqi revolt, it is prob-
able that the Soviet Union could have imposed its own dummy
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